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BEAUTIES OF FREE SALVATION. 
(Concluded. ) 


V. Another beauty of this system is, 7¢ abounds in pe- 
culiar comforts. 

1. The real Philanthropist, ardently desires the 
welfare of the world. His heart expands to the circle 
of the sun, and there is not a human being whose ne- 
cessities he would not relieve, whose sorrows he would 
not soothe, had he the ability and the opportunity. He 
feels for the woes of others. A christian, of all men, 
should be the greatest Philanthropist. His bowels of 
mercy should continually sound, and his ardent pray- 
ers be incessantly breathed for the Greek as well as 
the Jew. The love of Christ should constrain him. If 
this be not the case, he is a reproach to the christian 
cause, and not worthy to be ranked with the disciples 
of Jesus. However many there may be in this degra- 
ded state, they, are numerous, whose bowels of merc 
do thus sound, and whose prayers are thus breathed. 
The state of the Heathen, Mahometan and Jew, affeets 
their hearts. They would that these shared the written 
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lieht of the glorious gospel, and might find pasture 
among the sheep of Christ, which the heavenly shep- 
herd feeds within the pale of Christendom. ‘I tiough 
this be at present denied, the Christian philanthropist 
whose mind is illuminated with the holy doctrines of 
fice grace, mourns not as those without hope. He is 
cheered with the expectation that many of them will 
be finally saved. He hopes to meet in heaven such 
men as Job, Seneca and Socrates, and millions of oth- 
ers, Who, through the aid of that light, which is the 
blessing of every man who cometh into this world. glo- 
rified God according to the means of their dispensation. 
He knows his Creator is not a hard master, reaping 
where he has not sown, and gathering where he has 
vot scattered, but, in the emphatic language of Hol 
writ, that his * ways ang EquAL.” He therefore believes 
that some of every nation, according to several clear 
and precious passages in the Apocalypse, will forever 
worship “ God and the Lamb.” This hope and faith 
are exceedingly delightful ; they prevent the gloom 
and despondence that too frequently trouble the hearts 
of those, whose system of circumscribed salvation, will 
not allow them to suppose that a solitary heathen will 
be saved. Their full hearts would sometimes burst 
the bonds that create this gloom, but, having been so 
often taught the doctrine of * unconditional personal 
election” and the whole system of decrees, they fear to 
do it, and shrink back again “recumbent on their 
chains.” We have strong sympathies for such. None 
can tell how strong. We, ourselves, have been galled 
by the same bonds. If we may be allowed to change 
the figure, we have been rolled and doubled in the 
same cloud of darkness, in which such are tempest 
tost. Would, we could relieve them. We can only 
pray that they may come to the true light of the gos- 

el: then. the cloud will be dispersed, and their chains 
elie thea, they will rejoice with us, that 


“ Salvation in abundance flows,” 
“ Like floods of milk and wine.? 
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Another peculiar comfort may be jound tor peu 
tent backsliders. 

We hope the time will come, whea none will back- 
slide from the paths of righteousness. When they wo 
once put their hands to the Gospel plough will never 
look back. ‘Though such is our wish, we can bardly 
suppose that this will be realized, uutil the knowle dge 
ofthe glory of God shall cover the whole earth, U til 
that period shall revolve there will doubtless be back- 
sliders. ‘There have been until the present, Asmany 
of these have, like the Prodigal son, come to them- 
selves and returned to their Father's House, so, no 
doubt others will. When God sounds an alarin in his 
holy mountain, and the wanderer trom the fold, is sen- 
sible of his situation, he trembles, he fears. Well he 
may, for he has crucified «the Son of God afresh.” 
But to his fears may not be added the horrors of eter- 
nal reprobation. He may not say, | am not one of the 
favoured. | thought indeed that | had experienced the 
power of religion in my soul, but had I, should I have 
so far departed from the Ged of love! And, as [ hoped 
that | had an interest in the Saviour, thus turning my 
back upon him, it cannet be that 1 am one of the elect, 
and must, therefore, be damned. What disinal brood- 
ing many a returning prodigal has thus experienced. 
The doctrine of election (supposing himself not elect- 
ed) has weighed down his heart: whereas, when evs 
lightened into the true knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, though the backslider keenly feel and ts * filled 
with the fruit of his own doings,” he may not despair. 
No eternal decree prevents him from again enjoying 
the consolations of grace. Jesus still says to tin 
"ae unto me ** * and I will give you rest.” 

3. Another may be found for ‘christians, not at pre- 
sent enjoying the hght of God's reconciled coun- 
tenance. 

Such there have been, are, ‘a will be, until the 
glorious era arrive, which was spoken of above. ‘There 
are indeed a great variety of causes for such darkness— 
the most frequent of which, uudoubtediy, origiaate in 
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the unfaithfulness of professors. Causes, originating 
from this, are of course altogether culpable. Suffering 
under darkness from these, none should expect com- 
fort, none should complain. There is great reward. 
only, in keeping the commandments. but there are 
causes originating in the weakness of human nature, 
through “ the fiery darts” of the adversary, and the at- 
flicting dispensations of Divine Providence. These are 
of a different nature. Suffering under these, christians 
should expect comfort. ‘The Saviour has thus taught 
thera—In him they shall have peace, though in the 
world, tribulation. When troubled. and the sun of 
righteousness beams not upon them, they fear, like the 
penitent backslider, that they are not included in the 
covenant of grace. Ifthey were, why should they be 
deserted? Why should their way be so thorny and 
brierv? The believer in free salvation, though he may 
be troubled and perplexed, and have doubts as to his 
gracious state, is rid of that terrible dread, of being 
excluded by the eternal purpose of God, from happi- 
ness and heaven, or which is the same thing, of not be- 
ing included in the number of the elect. He feels that 
none will be finally reprobated, but such as persist in 
sin, and that all may be saved, who will* strive to enter 
in at the straight gate.” 

4. Another for penitent sinners. 

These for the most part meet with many discourag- 
ing fears. They are pressed with a deep sense of their 
unworthiness to receive the least of all God’s mercies- 
with a deep sense of the magnitude and turpitude of 
their sins—they are wont to imagine that having sinned 
so much, so long, in so aggravated a manner, that God 
cannot save them from eternal perdition consistently 
with his justice ; they have to contend with “ spiritual 
wickedness in high places,” a thousand fears within 
and foes without, pursue and distress them. Why then 
should we add to their calamities, the fear of non-elec- 
tion or reprobation? “ The last hair breaks the camel’s 
back.” This last fear, we have good reason for sup- 
posing, has been the ruin ofmany. ‘t has driven them 
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to the haiter and the poison T hey bave taken their 
own lives. Free grace preve its this destruction. by 
destroying the ferr. It extends. without reserve, /eep- 
ing no secret purpose or decree behind the curtain, to all 
manki: id, a sincere, and even a pressing invitation to 
come to Christ. Such may then be told that no pur- 
pose of Heaven is agaist them: that coming to Christ, 
he will gladly receive them. “ Him that cometh to me, 
{ will | Wy) nO wise cast out.” 

VI, ‘the last beauty of Free Salvation, which we 
shall cov sider, having no room to multiply them, is the 
additional glory which this system gives to God, over 
every oiler, 

It has been contended that the doctrines of Free 
grace, robs God of his glory-makes him a being without 
a purpose, and leaves the aflairs of the Universe, de- 
Pe ‘ndent upon contingencies. All this is said upon the 

urht ground of its being urged, that men are free to act, 
tht igh grace, in the choice of life or death, heaven or 
hell. Does this single fact unsettle all the purposes of 
the Almighty, as to all the ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand events and aflairs of his w idely extended Universe? 
Rut it is convenient to make such an assertion, as it 
may be calculated to alarm some pious minds, and pre- 
pare them for the reception of that system of decrees, 
which, John Calvin himself calls horrible. In contro- 
versy of all kind men should be honest—in religious 
more than in every other. The fact, that the wall of 
man is free, in the great pursuit of happiness and eter- 
nal life, does not even unsettle God’s purpose with re- 
spect to him. His purpose is, has been, and ever will 
be, to reward the saint with everlasting honours, and 
cover the sinner with everlasting contempt: and this 
upon the rational ground, that he has supplied them 
both with a suitable number of talents. A purpose on 
any other plan, we apprehend, could not justly be cal- 
led glorious. In this then, the Free system, shines 
superior to all others. 

But it is said, if men be free to act in the business of 
grace, it robs God of the glory of bis grace. This is 
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saying, to our comprehension, that more glory accrue; 
to him, by making men machines, than by making them 
moral agents. And surely if they are not moral ageuts, 
they are machines. Every child can understand this. 
It appears to us that our calvinistic brethren have a 
strange idea of glory, if we judge from the fact just 
mentioned. We contend that the glory of God in the 
salvation of men shines infinitely brighter, they being 
free to act, rather than absolutely constrained by irre- 
sistible impulse. We will make this apparent to all. 
Whose glory is the greatest, that of the man who moves 
his puppets by the assistance of wires, or that, of the 
orator, who moves living men by the power of his elo- 
quence ? 

Once more and we have done. The doctrines of 
Free grace extend the compassion of our Heavenly 
father to the whole race of man—those of the opposite 
system properly speaking, only to the elect. We say, 
properly speaking, for life itself is but a curse to the un- 
happy reprobate, or, to him, who ts “ passed by.” God 
has given them being, but they have no real opportu- 
nity “to escape from hell, and fly to heaven.” How 
limited then is the glory which calvinism gives to God, 

in comparison of that, which is ascribed to him, by the 
advocates of Free grace! we allow that the blessed 
God derives great glory from his “ unspeakable gift” for 
the salvation of any sinners—how much greater when 
all are included, that is, when it is possible for all to be 
saved. 

P. S. We hope that we have made no polemick re- 
marks that will occasion offence or pain to anys We 
had no such intention, We are aware in writings of 
this kind, one may easily slide into the use of a phrase- 
ology, which will not meet the acceptance of all. This 
may have been our misfortune, but if it has been, after 
these remarks, we presume that the candid will not cen- 
sure us. We avail ourselves of this P. S. to take our 
leave of the subscribers to this work, thanking them for 
their patronage, and praying that grace, merey and 
‘peace may be multiplied to them through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ. With the blessing of God, it is hoped 
that tue ti. lL Baptist will be revived again, or another 
work, of a similar nature, commenced, in a few months. 


TO READERS, 


Since the establishment of christianity, how have 
chrisuans been divided on articles of faith, and modes 
oi worship. One contending for this creed; another 
for that. One tor this sect; another for that; as though 
these things contained the very essence of our holy re- 
ligion. And oh! would our tears could blot out the 
pages which contain such history—such contention has 
been sharp, and sometimes ended in persecution and 
bloo!. but where it has not reached to these conse- 
quences, it has been the cause of animosity and strife; 
One party has denounced another, and said, * stand by 
we are holier than thou.” One party has refused ano- 
ther its Communion and fellowship ; and thushas Christ 
been divided. Is not all this passing strange ? Is gust 
auy thing m the spirit of our religion, calculated to 
duce such a conduct? Where is it to be found? W on 
the angel of God announced the Saviour’s birth, 
* peace on earth and good will to men” was the burden 
of a part of the song. Is it to be found in the conduct 
of the first christians, who had such affection for each 
other, that they had all things common? [s it to be 
found in any ofthe precepts of Christ? In which? The 
very point of all his doctrines was that of love. Again. 
How different such a spirit, from that which the con- 
vert feels, when he first obeys his Saviour. A christian 
with him, then, is achristian. He is nota Hopkinsian 
a Calvinist, or Arminian, a Churchman, a Friend, but 
achristian. He recognises in him, the image of Christ, 
and takes him to his heart. And if such be indoctrina- 
ted into asystem which destroys their affection for chris- 
tians, one of two things must be true-—Either such a 
system cannot be from above, for a kingkom divided 
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against itsclf Cannot stand, or, he holds the truth in un- 
righteousuess. Perhaps it would be charitable to con- 
clude the former. 

But some one will ask, what then do those passages 
mean, which represent Christ as sending, not peace 
but a sword? They undoubtedly are prophe tic of the 
manner in which many would receive the Gospel. 
They would despise it—and should their friends em- 
brace it, they would despise them too—and thus a 
house would be divided against a house—the daughter 
in-law against the mother-in-law, and so of every vari- 
ous Connexion. 

Another will ask, what then does this mean, “ Con- 
tend earnestly for the faith, once delivered to the 
saints”? It means exactly what it expresses. When 
we ascertain what this faith is, we must be zealous in 
its defence—-contend for it earnestly. not in animosity, 
but in /ove. We must endeavour to prove to our breth- 

ren, by our christian affection that we are right. Shall 


we not be more likely to succeed in this way, than if 


we thrust them from our hearts? Here I wish to notice 
what is sometimes said by those, who oppose a liberal 
construction of the gospel. that such a construction can- 
not be right, because it leads us to this conclusion—z 
is no matter what a man believes. But this objection 
seems to us to be made without understanding — [n the 
mos! important seuse of it, it is not true of any chris- 
tian. All contend that we ought to believe the truth. 
Let all be convinced of what the truth is, and all will 
contend for it. Why then should it be said of any, 
that there creed is, “it is no matter what a man be- 
lieves?” Such a saying is manifestly disingenuous and 
unjust, to say nothing of its being cruel and wicked. 
There is however.a seuse,in which, liberal christians 
contend, that it is of no great consequence what a man 
believes. ‘This sense, respects not the truth, as we 
have shewn above, but the various creeds of men, And 
what proves that it is of no great consequence. in this 
sense, and this beyond ie possibility of contradiction, 
is the fact, that some of all creeds are men of piety and 
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holiness. ‘Take a Catholick who repeats his ave ma- 
ria and cou sts his beads, he possesses the spirit of true 
religion, he loves Chrisi Take a Disseater who either 
abo.uinates these things, or aiaks them childish, and 
he possesses the same piety. Lake one from any sect 
you please, 

We hope this subject will be well understood. — [tis 
one of the first smportence.-let it ther, be knewn, 
that when liberal christi mis say * it is no inv ier what 
oue believes”—they speak this, not respecting the 
truth, for in this they glory at least as much as others, 
but they speak it with respect ‘o human creeds. 1. e the 
different interpretations which different men give of 
the bible. All these cannot be true. And must not he 
be possessed of the spirit of arrogance who ascribes 
infallibility to his own? 

These remarks show the absurdity of contention 
among the disciples of Christ, as to a peculiar turn of 
thought, which one his from another. 

But did they not, the Bible does. It does so. forci- 
bly and beautifully, in stating God’s requirements of 
man. What are these? Read _ those of the deca- 
logue.—They dont insist upon a system for a man’s 
head, but for his heart, and his eouduct.—Again, it is 
said to fear God and keep his commandments, ts the 
whole duty of man.—Again. W hat does God require of 
thee O! man, but to deal justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy God—And again, © if ye love me” said 
the Saviour, « keep my commandments.”-It is no where 
contained in the Bible that a man shall believe this 
creed rather than that. [tis indeed contained in every 
page of the Bible that he shall believe the truth, and 
this is what all christians aim to do. 





THUNDER SHOWER. 


The following concise description of what is often 
ealled «a thunder shower” is found in the 17th verse 


of the 77th psalm. said to be by Asaph: * 7 he elowds 


youred out water ; the sktes sent out a sound; thine arrows 
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also went abroad.” |t is simple and sublime, in the finest 
style of Hebrew poetry 

* The clouds poured but water.” How frequently 
it is said, * it does pot rain, it pours.” Though*this is 
not always the case when it thunders, yet it 1s of/en so-- 
the rain, occasionally, descends in torrents. 

«The skies sent out a sound.” This has all the ma- 
jesty of an expression by the Prophet Habakkuk, 
«Phe deep uitered fils voice, and lifted up his hands 
ov high.” ‘The skies send out a sound, when the mount- 
ing lark rises to the clouds and stigs his matin song 
when the rushing wind whistles as it goes; when the 
coucave echoes the roar of ocean, the noise of the cata- 
ract, or the gentler murmurs of the water-fall. But the 
sound here is that pealing, souorous, thunder, which rat- 
tles through the heavens, and shakes the solid earth. 
“The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven; * * * 
the earth trembled and shook.” 

«Thine arrows also went abroad.” The forked 
lightuings go abroad ; their range is wide—they play 
and shine from one end of the heavens to the other. 
Often have they been employed as “arrows” to dis- 


comfit and destroy the enemies of the church and of 


God. ‘shen the Philistines on one occasion went 
against Israel to battle, the Lord thundered them down. 
* And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering the 
Philistines drew pear to battle against Israel: but the 
Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day upon 
the Philistines, and discomfited them.” Without giv- 
ing more examples the assertion in the 18th Psalm cor- 
roborates our last remark «The Lord also thundered 
in the heavens, and the itighest gave his voice: hail 
stones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent out his arrows, 
and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and 
discoinfited them.” And oiten have the lightnings been 
his “ arrows” to individuals of the human family, to 
take that life, which, having given, he had a riglit to 
take away. 

There is something in the rolling thunder and vivid 


lightning, well calculated to awe the proud spirit of 
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man. When the thunder crashes and the lightning ts 
vivid, the soul of man seems to shrink back upon Usell, 
Weil it may. The wind of a cannon ball, probably, not 
unfrequently robs of life. The power of the thunder, 
and the glare of the lightning, could be so greatly tn- 
creased as to produce death, though the victim were 
not actually struck by their bolt. None, however, 
should unnecessarily fear. In the hands of God, we 
are as safe, during a tempest of thunder, as if we were 
musing beneath the serenest sky. Christians should 
hot fear, for though it might be permitted to dissolve 
their earthly tabernacle, they *have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the heav ens. 
Let sinners tremble, for if the * arrows” of Heaven 
smite them, they will find it “a feartul thing to fall in- 
to the hands of the living God.” “ Some of the proudest 
men that ever existed, [says Paxton] have been made 
to tremble. Augustus, the Roman Emperor, according 
to Seutonius, was so terrified when it thundered, that 
he wrapped a seal skin round his body, with a view of 
defending it from the lightning, and concealed himself 
in sone secret corner tili the tempest ceased. ‘The ty 
rant Caligula, who, sometimes affected to threaten al 
piter himself, covered his head, or hid himself under 
a bed; and Horace contesses, he was reclaimed trom 
Atheism by the terror of thunder and lightaing. the ef- 
fects of which he describes with his usual felicity : 


** Quo bruta tellus, et vaga flumina 

Quo Styx et invisi horrida Twuart 

Sedes, Atlanteus que finis 

Concutitur.”’ B.1. ode 34 


RHODE-ISLAND UNION CONFERENCE. 


The following constitution proposed to be adopted 
by several free churches in this vicinity. was hauded 
to us for publication. We cheerfully msert it in our 
peges, not only for the benefit of those tamnerliately 
concerned, but with the hope, that the christian light it 
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contains, will shine upon others, to their edification. A 
man of no ordinary mind has said, that it is the best 
constitution of the kind he ever saw. Our opinion is 
the same. It seemsa proper combination of christians 
to promote all the best interests of religion, and at the 
same time effectually provides for the independency of 
the churches and ministers, against all encroachments by 
ecclesiastical councils or other religious bodies. ‘This 
is as itshould be. We wish the projectors and friends 
of this scheme God speed, Amen and Amen. 
[Led. R. I. Bap.) 

A meeting of Elders and Brethren, from several of 
the free communion Baptist churches in this vicinity, 
was held at the Rev. Mr. Tatem’s meeting house, in 
Cranston, August 5th 1824. 

Br. Zalmon Tobey being chosen Moderator, and 
Br. Oliver Angell, Scribe; the meeting proceeded to 
take into consideration, the expediency of forming an 
annual conference of said churches ; and after mutual 
consultation, it was agreed to form an association un- 
der the name and style of the Rhode-Islind Union Con- 
ference ; and to submit to the churches, for their appro- 
bation and concurrence, the following Preamble and 
Constitution, for the government of said conference. 

Preamble. 

Whereas, it is the duty of christians to make use of 
all means. for the promotion of fervent piety and prac- 
tical godliness among their fellow men, as well as mu- 
tual forbearance and christian charity among them- 
selves; and as we believe that these important ends 
may. by us, be more effectually attained, by establish- 
ing a mutual correspondence among our churches. by 
means of annual or quarterly meetings of delegates 
from each church :—In the earnest hope that our com- 
bined efforts, in maintaining and defending the great 
truths of revealed religion, and the inalienable rights of 
conscience, may meet the blessing of God, and re- 
dound to the hononr and glory of the great head of the 
church: we whose names are hereunto subscribed. for 

ourselves, and in behalf of the churches we represent. 
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have adopted the following rules and regulations, fo: 
the government of the Rhode-isiand Union Couference. 
Constilutton. 

Art. ist. ‘The independence of the churches com- 
posing this conference, shall in no case be intringed ; 
each church having an unquestionable right of admit- 
ting its members, and dealing with them one very ac- 
count whatever; of electing and displacing its oflicers, 
and of doing all other matters and things, which to 
them shall seem expedient. 

virt. 2nd. This conterence disclaims any right of 
interfering with difficulties which may arise in any 
church belonging to it; but individual members, i 
called ov for advice, may give such advice as they see 
fit in their individual capacity. 

Art 3d. No individual shall be beld accountable to 
this conference, for any religious opinions or practice. 

rt, Ath. Any church holding to experimental reli- 
gion. may, on application, be admitted to this confer- 
ence by a majority of votes, 

Art. 5th. Yhe conference may have liberty to with- 
draw from any church whose disorderly condact shall 
be such as, in the opinion of the conference, to bring 
disgrace upon the christian character. 

JIrt 6th. It shall be the duty of the churches com- 
posing this conference, to choose delegates to attend 
the aunual meeting of said conference, and such other 
meetings as may hereafter be appointed, for the pur- 
pose of communicating the state of the churches, and 
conferring upon the best means of promoting the ob- 


jects of this union. 


Art. 7th. Any church becoming dissatisfied with this 
conference, may have the privilege to withdraw, with- 
out being publicly impeached or censured. 

“rt. 8th. Any church neglecting to represent itself 
for three years in succession, shall be considered as 
having withdrawn. 

Art. 9h. At every mecting of the conference, a mem- 
ber shall be chosen to preside | in said meeting, and a 
scribe to record the transactions thereof 
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Tri. Wik. No alteration of this constitution shall be 
made but by consent of, at least two thirds the church- 
es belonging to the conference 

Explanations. 

This conference is not considered by us as the head 
of the churches composing it, thereby bringing the 
churches under its control: but on the contrary, we 
consider the conference as under the control of tbe 
churches, whose individual independence is amply se- 
cured by our constitution. Neither do we consider it 
as anew church, by which the individual churches are 
to be swallowed up; but simply as a handmaid to 
them, subservient to their mutual benefit and pros- 

erily. 

It shall be considered a duty binding on the members 
of this conference, to endeavour to make it as clerrly 
understood as pos-ible, that by establishing this (-on- 
ference, we do uot intend to raise up another seclarian 
wall among christians, but rather to use oll our exer- 
tions to cure the evils of sectar:wiuism, by stmvicg to 
follow the Lord alone in all things, aad exhorung oluers 
to do the same. 


For the Rhode-Island Baptist. 
CONSCIENCE. 


tt should be a primary object of the cliristian, to 
keep a clear conscience. And in order to do this ef- 
fectually, the opinion of men must have no iatluence 
upon his actions; or. at least, must not be regarded 
when it would lead him to act in violation of his own 
internal conviction. No matter how foolish a thing may 
apparently be; a christian must do it if he feel it his 
duty, unless he can take a different view of the subject. 
Point out the person who, for the sake of shunning the 
reproach of being called singular, superstitious, whim- 
sical, stiff, foolish and’ the like, has dispensed with cer- 
tain things which he felt bound to regard ; and we have 
presented to our view a wretched obiect—a defiled 
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conscience—a traitor to his God—a violater of his 
trust—a miserabie being. |) the sweets of a pure con- 
science. Let me have ae i nothing else. If [have 
to yo through fire aud water after it, yet let me have a 
pure conscience. If 1 have the sueers of the world, and 
what is more, the disapprobation of christians, still let 
me do what will keep my couscience clear. O let me 
ever, ever adhere to this heavenly monitor; let me 
ever keep my eye on this polar star in the Christian 


firmament. And though a thing appear ever so absurd, 


aud, | would go further and say, though a thing be ever 
so absurd, let me, notwithstanding, do it rather than 
violate my sacred conscience. No man can repair a 
breach in this; and though I may afterwards be ena- 
bled to take different views of the subject, and there- 
fore conscientiously to act differently, still this will not 
answer my purpose for the time when I took other 
views, aud it cannot therefore heal the wound in my 
conscience occasioned by doing thus before | saw my 
way clear. 

i would not advance the idea that conscience is a 
suilicient or even au infallible guide. It may cause us 
to err in practice, and surely will unless we have cor- 
rect views; for it will prompt us to the performance of 
what we consider right, whether it be so in reality, or 
not. But this one thing | say: we must not at any rate 
violate our conscience; and belore doing otherwise 
than it may happen to require at one time, we must be 
enabled to take different views of the subject. Hence 
itis a wretched method adopted by some, to induce 
men to leave off what they term oddities &c. to ridicule 
or censure thein; Jor il any are proselyted in this way 
it will of course be through shame or fear, and at the 
dear sacrifice of their conscience, ‘This is reclaiming 
the erroneous at too high a price ; and what is worth 
of serious consideration, he is not so good a Christian 
alter his outward reform, when reformed by these 


‘means, as he was before, he having now a violated con- 


ecience 
Christians should be very tender towards those whe 
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have tender consciences. ‘They should remember that 
if aman think a thing a sin, to him it isa sin. Would 
they have their brothersin by doing what he cannoi do 
in faith ? Instead of thinking lightly ofa brother for de- 
viating from custom to maintain a pure Couscience, we 
ought to admire him. Yes—he deserves the warmest 
adiniration of Christians rather than their unteeling re- 
preliensions. 

Christians, especially babes in Christ, will do well 
to take heed to themselves. It is not enough that your 
brethren have an opinion so and so. You must be con- 
vinced of the propriety of a thing; you must see and 
feel your way Clear, belore you act according to their 
views. Upon your peril, fallin with nothing, till you 
frel your way clear; at the same time be ever open to 
conviction; use all proper means for this end; but be 
sure and be convinced before falling in with it. This 
is the way tokeep a clear conscience: wo to him who 
does not keep one. ORION. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine.} 
LAVATER'S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY. 
[Extracted from his private Diary of a self-observer, Jan. 2, 1769.} 

- Awoke at 6 o’clock—remembered that 1 am mor- 
tal; gave thanks to God; and read the 5th, 6th and 7th 
chapters of St. Matthew. What a treasure of pure 
morality! | now went to my avocations, and continued 
them tillnoon. My wife asked me during dinner what 
sentiment | had chosen for the day. “Give to him 
that asketh thee; and from him that would borrow turn 
not away.” * Pray how is this to be understood ? said 
she —Literally. We must take the words as if we heard 
Jesus Christ himself pronounce them. 1 am the stew- 
ard, not the proprietor of my possessions.’ 

Just as Larose from dinner, a widow desired to speak 
with me. * You will excuse me. dear Sir, (said she) I 
must pay my rent, and | am six dollars short. ' have 
been ill a whole month, and could scarcely keep my 
children from starving. I have laid by every penny— 
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bat | am six dollars short, and must have them to-mor- 
row—pray hear me, dear sir. Here she presented me 
a book enchased with silver. * My late husband (said 
she) gave it me when we were betrothed. | part with it 
with reluctance, and know not when I can redeem it. 
Q, dear sir, cannot you assist me ?—+ My good woman, 
indeed I cannot.’ So saying, | put my hand into my 
pocket. and touched my money ; it was about two dol- 
lars and a half. ‘It won't do, (said Lto myself.) and if 
it would, | shall want ite Have you no friend, said I, 
who would give you such a trifle >—+ No, not a soul liv- 
ing; and | do not like to go from house to house ; lL 
would rather work whole nights. [| have been told that 
you are a good natured gentleman ; and if you cannot 
assist, you will, | hope, excuse me, for having given you 
so inuch trouble I willtry howl can extricate mysell; 
God has never forsaken me; and | hope he will not 
begin to turn his back on me in my 76th year. The 
same moment my wite entered the room. 

I was—O thou traitorous heart !—I was angry, asham- 
ed, and should have been glad if | could have sent her 
away under some pretext or other, for my conscience 
whispered to me, + Give to him who asketh thee” My 
wife, too, whispered irresistibly in my ear, ‘She is a 
pious woman, she has certainly been ill; assist her if 
you can.’ [| have no more than two dollars by me, an- 
swered [ in a whisper, and she wants six; how there- 
fore, can! answer her demand ? I will give her some- 
thing and send her away. My wife squeezed my hand 
tenderly; smiling and beseeching me by her looks, 
She then said aloud, what my conscience had whisper- 
ed to me before; *Give to him that asketh thee. and 
do not turn away from him that would borrow of thee, 
I smiled and asked her, whether she would give her 
ring, in order to enable me to do it? * With great plea- 
sure,’ said she, pulling off her ring. ‘The good old wo- 
man was either too simple to observe this, or too mod- 
est to take advantage of it; however, when she was 
was going, my wife told her to waita little inthe pis- 


sage. ‘Were youin earnest. my dear, when you oflered 
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your ring?’ said 1, as soon as we were in private. ‘| 
am surprised that you can ask that question; do you 
think I sport with charity ? Remember what you said a 
quarter of an hour ago. You have always been benev- 
olent ; and why are you now backward in assisting that 
poor woman? Why did you not give her what mone 
you had in your purse? Do you not know that there 
are six dollars in your bureau, and that it will be quar- 
ter day in ten days ?’—I pressed my wife to my bosom 
aad dropped a tear. *¢ You aré more righteous than I! 
Keep your ring; you have made me blush! I then 
went to the bureau and took the six dollars. When I 
Was going to open the door to call to the widow, I was 
seized with horror, because | had said, ‘I cannot hel 

ou. QO thou traitorous tongue! thou deceitful heart! 
: There take the money (said 1) which you want.” She 
seemed at first to suppose it was only a small contribu- 
tion, and kissed my hand.—But when she saw the six 
dollars. her astonishment was so great, that for a mo- 
ment she could net speak. She then said, * How shall 
I thank you? I cannot repay ab I have got nothing 
but this poor book, and it is old..—Keep your book and 
the money, (said I,) and thank God, and not me. In- 
deed [ do not deserve it, because I have hesitated se 
long to assist you. Go and say not one word more. 





[By request. | 
Letter of Plebius Lentulus to the Senate of Rome, concerning 
Jesus Christ. 

It being the usual custom of Roman Governours te 
advertise the Senate and people of such things as hap- 
pened in their provinces, in the days of the Emperour 
‘Tiberius Caesar, Plebius Lentulus, President of Judea, 
wrote the following epistle to the Senate, concerning our 
Saviour. 

« There appeared in these days a man of great virtue 
named Jesus Curist, who is yet living among us, and 
of the Gentiles is accepted for a prophet of truth, but 
his own disciples call him the son of God—he raiseth 
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the dead, and cureth all manner of diseases. A mau 
of stature somewhat tall and comely, with very rever- 
end countenance, such as the beholders both love and 
fear—his hair of the colour of a chesnut fully ripe. plain 
to his ears, whence downward it is more orient. eurl- 
ing and waving about his shoulders—In the midst of 
his head is a seam, or partition of his hair, after the 
manner of the Nazarites—His forehead very plain and 
delicate—His face without spot or wrinkle, beautified 
with a lovely red—His nose and mouth so formed, as 
nothing can be reprehended—His beard thick, in 
colour like his hair, not very long, but forked—His look 
innocent and mature—His eres. grey, clear and quick. 
In reproving he is terrible—In admonishing, courteous 
and fair spoken—pleasant in conversation, mixed with 
gravity.—It cannot be remembered that any have seen 
him laugh—but many have seen him weep.—tIn propor- 
tion of body most excellent—His hands and arms most 
delectable to behold. In speaking very temperate, 
modest and wise. A man, for his singular beauty, sur- 
passing the children of men.” PLEBIUS LENTULUS. 





Too many deceive themselves by thinking that when 
they have pronounced their prayers, the duty is ac- 
complished with the task: the occult medicine being 
taken, the other is to work of itself; they consider that 
it is quite distinct and unconnected with any other du- 
ty. They forget that it is to produce in them a princi- 
ple which is to mix with all the occurrences of the day. 
Prayer though not intended as a talisman is yet propos- 
ed as a remedy ; the effect of its operation is to be seen 
in assisting to govern the temper, in bridling the tongue, 
in checking vot only calumny but levity, not only im- 
pure but vain conversation. But we have a wonder- 
tul talent at deceiving ourselves. We have uot a fault 
for which we do not find anapology. Our ingenuity on 
his head is inexhaustible. In matters of religion men 
complain chey are weak ; a complaint they are not for- 
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ward to urge in worldly matters. They lament that 
their reluctance to pray arises from being unable to do 
what God in his word expects or requires them to do. 
But is not this virtual rebellion only with a smooth 
face and a soft name ? God is too wise not to know ex- 
actly what we can do; and too just to expect from us 
what we cannot do. But to return. Though we must not 
in accommodation to the prevailing prejudices and un- 
necessary zeal against abstinence and devotion, neglect 
the imperative duties of retirement, prayer and sanctifi- 
cation; yet perhaps prayer makes so indispensible an 
article in the Christian life, some retired, contempla- 
tive persons may apprehend that it makes the whole. 
Whereas, prayer is only the operation which sets the 
machine going. It is the sharpest spirit of excitement, 
but not the act itself—the only infallible incentive to a 
useful life. but not a substitute for usefulness. Religion 
keeps its children in full employment. It finds work 
for every day inthe week as well as Sunday. 


THE PSALMS. 
From Horne’s Preface—No. 4. 

“ These citations, [see Nos. 2 and 3] lying dispersed 
through the scriptures ofthe New Testament, are often 
suffered by common readers to pass unnoticed. And 
many others content themselves with saying, that they 
are made inasense of accommodation, as passages may 
be quoted from poems or histories merely human, tor 
the illustration of truths of which their authors never 
thought.“ And this, (as a learned critick observes) is no 
fault, but rather a beauty in writing. A passage applied 
justly, and in a new sense, is ever pleasing to an ingen- 


ious reader, who loves to be agreeably surprised, and to 


see a likeness and pertinency where he expected none. 


He has that surprise which the Latin poet so poetical- 
ly gives to the tree; ) = 


‘ Miraturque novas frondes, et non sua pema.’”’ 
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‘Whe readers who have been accustomed to consider 
the New Testament citations in this view of accommo- 
dation only. must perceive the necessity ofsuch accom- 
modation, at least to adapt the use of the Psalms, as a 
part of divine service, to the times and circumstances 
of the gospel; and cannot therefore reasonably object, 
upon their own principles, to the applications made j in 
the following sheets tor that purpose. But not to in- 
quire, at pre sent, whether passages are not sometimes 
cited inthis manner, surely no one can attentively re- 
view the above made collection of New Testament ei- 
tations from the book of Psalms, as they have been 
placed together betore him, without perceiving that 
the Psalms are written upon a divine, preconcerted, 
prophetical plan, and contain much more than, at first 
sight they appear todo. ‘They are beautiful without, 
but all glorious within, like « apples of gold in pictures, 
or net-work cases, of silver,’ Prov xxv. tl. The 
brightness of the casket attracts our attention, till, 
through it, upon a nearer approach, we discover its 
contents. And then indeed, it may be said to have “ no 
glory, by reason of the glory that so far excelleth.” 
2Cor. iit. 10. Very delightful and profitable they are, 
in their literal and historical sense, which well repayeth 
all the pains taken to come at it. But that onee ob- 
tained, a farther scene begins to open upon us, and all 
the blessings of the gospel present themselves to the 
eye of faith, So that the expositor is a traveller as- 
cending an eminence neither unfruitful nor unpleasant ; 
atthe top of which when he has arrived, he beholds, 
like Moses from the summit of mount Nebo, a more 
lovely and extensive prospect lying beyond it, and 
stretching away to the utmost bounds of the everlast- 
ing hills. He sees vallies covered over with corn. 
blooming gardens, and verdant meadows, with flocks 


and herds feeding by rivers of water; till ravished with 


the sight, he cries out, as St. Peter did, at the view 
of his Master's glory, “It is good to be here!” 
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CEDARS OF LEBANON. 

Taking a guide, we set out for the Cedars, going a 
little to the S. of E. In about two hours we came in 
sight of them, and in another hour we reached them. 
Instead of being on the highest summit of Lebanon, 
as has sometimes been said, they are situated at the 
foot of a high mountain, in what may be considered as 
the arena of a vast amphitheatre, opening to the W. 
with high mountains on the N.S. & E. The cedars 
stand on five or six gentle elevations, and occupy a 
spot of ground about three-fourths of a mile in circum- 
ference. | walked around it in 15 minutes. We measur- 
ed a number of the trees. The largest is upwards of 
40 feet in circumference. Six or eight others are also 
very large, several nearly the size of the largest. But 
each of these were manifestly two trees or more, 
which have grown together, and now formone. They 
generally separate afew feet from the ground into the 
original trees. The handsomest and tallest are those 
of three feet in diameter, the body straight, the branch- 
es almost horizontal, forming a beautiful cone, and 
casting a goodly shade. We measured the length of 
two by the shade, and found each about 90 feet. ‘Ihe 
largest are not so high, but some of the others, I think 
are a little higher. They produce a conical fruit in 
shape and size like that of the pine. [ counted them 
and made the whole number 389. Mr. King counted 
them, omitting the small saplings, and made the num- 
ber 321. 1 know not why travellers and authors have 
so long and so generally given 28, 29, 15, 5, or 7 as 
the number ofthe cedars. It is true, that “ of those of 
superiour size and antiquity,” there are not a great 


number, but then there is a regular gradation in size — 


from the largest down to the merest sapling. One 
man of whom I inquired told me that there are cedars 
in other places on Mount Lebanon, but he could not 
tell where. Several others to whom! have put the 
question, have unanimously assured me that these are 
the only cedars on the mountain. ‘They are called in 
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Arabick fry. The Maronites tell me that they bave an annual feast 
which they call the Feast of the Cedars. Before seeing the cedars, 
[ had met with an European traveller who had just visited them. 
He gave mea short account of them, and concluded with saying, 
‘« itis as with miracles ; the wonder all vanishes when you reach the 
spot.’ What is there at which an infidel cannot sneer ? Yet let even 
an infidel put himself in the place of an Asiatick passing from barren 
desert to barren desert, travelling oceans of sand and mountains of 
naked rock, accustomed to countries like Egypt, Arabia, Judea, and 
Asia Minor, abounding in the best places only with the shrubbery 
and fruit trees ; let him, with the feelings of such a man, climb the 
rayged rooks, and pass the open ravines of Lebanon, and suddenly 
descry among the hills, a grove of 300 trees such as the cedars ac- 
tually are, even at the present day, and he will confess that a fine 
comparison is Amos 2; 9, ‘“* Whose height was asthe height of the 
the cedars, and he was strong as the oaks.’’ Let him after a long 
ride in the heat of the sun, sit down under the shade of a cedar, and 
contemplate the exact conical form ofits top, and the beautiful sym- 
metry of its branches, and he will no longer wonder that David com- 
pared the people of Israel in the days of their prosperity, to the 
** goodly cedars.”” Psalm 805.10. A traveller, who had just left 
the forests of America, might think this little grove of cedars not 
worthy of so much notice, but the man that knows how rare large 
trees are in Asia, and how difficult it is to find timber for building, 
will feel at once that what is said in scripture of the¥e trees is pertect- 
ly natural. It is probable that in the days of Solomon and Hiram 
there were extensive forasts of cedars on Lebanon. A variety of 
causes may have contributed to their diminution and almost total ex- 
tinction. Yet, in comparison with all the other trees that I have 
seen on the mountain. the few that remain may still be called “ the 
glory of Lebanon.’’—Fisk’s Journal. 





(<p We learn by the Religious Ioformer of the present month, 
that a glorious revival of religion commenced in the town of Epsom, 
(N. H.) on the 4th day of July last ; and that a church had there 
been lately organized oN THF PRINCIPLES OF FREE-GRACE, AND FREE- 
communion. Light is spreading. We also learn from the same paper, 
that another glorious revival had taken place in Newburgh, (Maine) 
commencing last February, and that 121 had united with the Free- 
baptist connexion, there,—others had united with the Methodists 
and alvinist-baptists ; and that anew church of the Free-will order 
had been recently constituted in the town of Frankfort, in Maine. 
With regard to the work in Newburgh one interesting particular is 
given. It is said thatthe selectmen with most of the heads of families 
in that place have been baptized. 


(<7-The first anonal meeting of the RHODE-ISLAND UNION CONFER- 
ence wil! be holden on the Second Wednesday ind Thursday in Oc- 
tober next ensuing, in Cranston, at Elder Latem’s Meeting-House. 
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CONSTITUTION OF A FREER WILL BAPTISP CHURCH. 

A church of this description, now under the pastoral care of the 
Kev. Daniel Wilhams, was constituted in Foster, R. L. not far from 
Professor Drown’s, July 3) st last past, consisting of upwards of twent 
members, mostof whom had been recently baptized. Stukely Tur- 
ner, was elected Deacon, and Daniel Greene, Clerk. 

On the next day, (August 1) nine were added by baptism, and on 
the fifteenth of the same month, eight more. 

Our readers have probably heard of the late reformation in Foster 
which has already produced such good fruits. We are bappy to 
learn that it still progresses. A goodly number seem to be inquiring 
the way to Zion, anxious to find the Saviour ; some of them advanced 
in life. We understand that Mr. Williams, who bas principally ia- 
boured in this revival, is a devout and spiritual man. May the Lord 
send many such into his vineyard. We had almost forgotten to men- 
tion, that they are shortly to have another baptizing. 





POETRY. 


EXTRACT FROM * AIRS OF PALESTINE. 


In what rich harmony, what polish’d lays, 
Should man address thy throne, when nature pays 
Her wild, her tuneful tribute to the sky! 

Yes, Lord, she sings Thee, but she knows not why. 
The fountains gush, the long resounding shore, 
The zephyr’s whisper, and the tempest’s roar, 
The rustling leat, in autumn’s fading woods, 

The wintry storm, the rush of vernal floods, 

The summer bow'r, by cooling breezes fann’d, 

The torrent’s fall, by dancing rainbows spann‘d. 
The streamlet gurgling through its rocky glen, 

The long grass sighing o’er the graves of men. 
The bird that crests yon dew-spangled tree, 

Shakes his bright plumes, and trills his descant free, 
The scorching bolt, that from thy armory hurl’d, 
Burns its red path, and cleaves a shrinking world ;— 
All these are musick to Religion’s ear ;-- 

Musick, thy hand awakes, for man to hear. 

Thy hand invested in their azure robes, 

Thy breath made buoyant yonder circling globes, 
That bound and blaze along the elastic wires, 
That, viewless, vibrate on celestial lyres, 

And in that high and radiant concave tremble, 
Beneath whose dome adoring hosts assemble, 

To catch the notes from those bright spheres that flow, 
Which mortals dream of, but which angels know. 
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